
CERCLA SITE PRIORITIZATION REPORT
AURORA MUNICIPAL LANDFILL

aka. FOX VALLEY DISPOSAL
ILD#980606248 EPAReaion5R«cord«Ctr.

THE SITE M161»

The Aurora Municipal Landfill, aka. Fox Valley Disposal
Company, (ILD#980606248) is an inactive, formerly permitted,
closed and covered landfill located north of Aurora, Illinois
in Kane County Illinois. The City of Aurora is the owner of
the property, which encompasses approximately 20 acres, with
Fox Valley Disposal Company leasing and operating the site
from 1965 to 1976. The site was found to be used as an
informal dump from 1939 to 1961. It was proposed for use as
a formal landfill in September 1959. The proposal was
referred to the State Geological Survey, which stated that
"pollution of presently used groundwater aquifers can occur
from the proposed landfill." The site was declared
unsatisfactory for use as a landfill, however, in 1961 the
City of Aurora purchased the site, annexed it and began using
it as an open dump until 1965 when it was leased to Fox
Valley Disposal. During the time period between 1965 and
1976 the landfill received mostly general refuse and
household chemical wastes. Construction and industrial
wastes were also indicated to have been accepted in various
quantities throughout the life of the landfill. Operations
at the site included burning of refuse in a Tee-Pee type
incinerator (which was located in the southeast corner of the
landfill), open burning at various locations on site, open
dumping with no daily cover application, dumping in ponded
water and trenching of drainage ditches. The ditches were to
drain ponded water which collected at several locations in
fill areas. Water would run to an unnamed creek north of the
site and then to the Fox River. Extensive work was carried
out on the landfill from 1966 until 1976 to correct numerous
problems and violations. On December 21, 1976, IEPA
confirmed the landfill to be properly closed and covered. On
January 3, 1977, IEPA sent a formal closure letter to the
City of Aurora and Fox Valley Disposal Company.

The specific location of the landfill is in the SE 1/4 of the
NW 1/4 of Sec. 10, T. 38N.- R. 8E. in Kane County. Bordering
the 20 acre site to the east is open field and agricultural
land, southeast is light industrial businesses, to the south
is agricultural land, to the west is State Route 25 across
which are fifteen residences on Clearwater Road, nine of
which are directly west of the landfill, beyond these
residences is the Fox River, and to the north is a quarry.



A total of thirty-two residences are located within one-
quarter mile of the site boundaries and approximately 170
residences are located within one-half mile.

INVESTIGATIVE ACTIVITIES

Site investigations at the landfill began in February 1966
when owners of four residences west of the site, on
Clearwater Road, complained that their private drinking water
wells had odor problems. Samples were collected from these
wells on February 3. Samples were noted to be clear but
three exuded a characteristic odor of decomposing garbage.
On February 14 another sample was brought in by a resident of
one of the wells already sampled, which was black in color
and very odorous. Analysis confirmed extensive biological as
well as chemical contamination in all four wells.

Contamination of the wells appears to have resulted due to
Fox Valley Disposals excavation of and filling of a large
trench with refuse. A portion of the trench and another area
nearby contained a considerable amount of standing water.
Also noted, was that a farm house and well was originally
located on a mound which had been bulldozed when creating the
trench. It appears that the house and well were located in
the exact area of standing water. It was hypothesized that
contaminants were entering the aquifer through the former
water well borehole. A fluorescent dye was placed into the
standing water on the landfill which showed up in residential
wells to the west fifteen days later. No contamination was
found in any other direction. At the end of March 1966, a
law suit was filed against the disposal company by the
residents affected by the contamination. The insurance
company for Fox Valley Disposal Company indicated that it
would take responsibility for all costs and damages. On
December 2, 1966, Fox Valley Disposal was ordered to pay
$88,000 to the persons affected by the contamination. Most
of this money was to assist with payment for a watermain
extension from Aurora. Remedial activities began immediately
with eliminating the standing water, covering refuse and
moving from the location of the former house and well.

CERCLA investigative activities began in December 1987 with
the completion of a Preliminary Assessment by IEPA. In July
1988, IEPA conducted a Screening Site Inspection (SSI) of the
closed and covered landfill. During the SSI several
soil/sediment samples were collected from on and off-site.
Groundwater samples (residential, one potable and two non-
potable) were collected from the surrounding area. During
SSI reconnaissance activities the site was noted to be
unfenced except along the northern property boundary. There
was no ponding, no leachate seeps or channels visible and no
refuse protruding at any point around the site. Some of the
contaminants detected in various soil/sediment samples from



both on-site and off-site locations were Barium, Vanadium and
Zinc. None of these constituents were detected above RAL's
or MCL's. The one drinking water sample revealed no
contaminants. Barium, Manganese, Cadmium and Copper were
detected in the two non-potable wells west of the site but
none of the levels were above RAL's or MCL's.

POTENTIALLY IMPACTED TARGETS

On September 30, 1994, IEPA was tasked to perform a Site
Inspection Prioritization (SIP) of the Aurora Municipal
Landfill (Fox Valley Disposal) site. The SIP was performed
to fill in various information gaps which may have existed
from previous CERCLA investigations. Prior to initiation of
the SIP, areas of concern were identified to be potential
exposure to nearby residential locations, drinking water
wells and surface water.

These areas of concern were identified prior to further
investigation of how the indicated constituent levels
compared to the RAL's and MCL's. All detected levels in the
samples were, as noted previously, below RAL's and MCL's.
Also all residential wells west of the site have been removed
from service. Most were removed from service in 1967 when
the watermain from Aurora was extended to these individuals.
No groundwater contamination was ever detected in any other
direction other than west of the landfill.

The site has a very well maintained cap with lush vegetation
covering the entire site. There was no ponding, no leachate
seeps or channels visible and no refuse protruding at any
point around the site. Leachate has not been observed since
1975 and no indications are present that suggest surface
water contamination stemming from the site. Soil/sediment
samples from a stream north of the site revealed levels below
RAL's and MCL's.

PRESENT ACTIVITIES

The City of Aurora is currently monitoring the landfill for
slope integrity and perimeter drainage ditch maintenance.


